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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
The following Is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made In this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Ref. 
"Dual, Voltage Mode, DDR Selectable, Synchronous, Step-Down Controller for 
Notebook System Power" cited on PTOL 1449. 

The reference discloses In a circuitry including: 

at least one first timing circuit (see Functional Block Diagram, page 9) including 
first input, a first output, and a current source (current source 2.4nA, Functional Block 
Diagram, page 9), the first input being electrically coupled to the first output, the first 
input (SSTRT1) being coupleable to at least one capacitor (capacitor connected to 
SSTRT1, FIG. 4) and at least one clamping element (resistor connected to SSTRT1, 
Fig. 4, also see page 10, lines 13-15), 

wherein the current source (cunrent source 2.4|jA) is operative to apply a 
constant current to the capacitor (see page 13, lines 3-5), thereby generating a ramped 
timing signal at the first Input and providing the ramped timing signal to the first output 
electrically coupled to the first input (see page 8, description for SSTRT1 , SSTRT2), 
and 

wherein the timing signal provided at the first output of the first timing circuit has 
an associated first state in the event only the capacitor is coupled between the first input 
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and ground, and an associated second state in the event the clamping element is 
coupled between the first input and ground (see page 8, description section); and 

a second circuit (oscillator shown in FUNCTIONAL BLOCK DIAGRAM, see page 
5, INTERNAL OSCILLATOR) operable in a plurality of modes having at least one 
control input and a second output, the control input being electrically coupled to the first 
output of the first timing circuit (via amplifier connected to 3.5v), 

wherein the second circuit (oscillator shown in FUNCTIONAL BLOCK DIAGRAM) 
is configured to operate in a first mode in the event the timing signal having the 
associated first state is provided to the control input via the first output, and to operate in 
a second mode in the event the timing signal having the associated second state is 
provided to the control input via the first output as recited in claim 1 . 

The first timing circuit comprises a soft-start circuit (see pages 6 and 13) as 
recited in claim 2. 

Regarding claims 3-4: see the softstart time formula in page 13, line 9. 

Regarding claim 5: the second circuit comprises an oscillator (oscillator shown in 
FUNCTIONAL BLOCK DIAGRAM, see page 5, INTERNAL OSCILLATOR). 

The limitations recited in claims 6-8 are inherently seen in page 5 (Timers: 
INTERNAL OSCILLATOR) and Table 1 (Frequency Selection), page 6. 

The method recited in claim 9 is similarly rejected as claims 1-2 and 5. 

The method recited in claims 10-1 1 are similarly rejected as claims 3-4. 

The method recited in claims 12-14 are similarly rejected as claims 6-8. 

Claims 15-17 are similarly rejected as above claims 1-2, 5 and 9. 
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Claims 16-17 are similarly rejected as above claims 6-8 and 12-14. 

The method recited in claims 18-20 are similarly rejected as claims 1-17. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to My-Trang N. Ton whose telephone number is 571-272- 
1754. The examiner can normally be reached on 7:00 a.m - 5:30 p.m. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Timothy Callahan can be reached on 571-272-1740. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned Is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status infonnation for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more infonnation about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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